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L ET T E R to a FRIEND, 


R, | 3 

OU lately obſerved with no ſmall 
Concern, the pompous Interment of 
a noted Free- Ibinłer, whoſe infamous 
Aions were as large and extenſive as his 
Thoughts, when many of his Brethren of 
equal Latitude in Principle and Practice with 
himſelf did him the Honour to accompany 
the Herſe, and to ſee his Remains laid in 
the Vault; and alſo heard him placed among 
thoſe who ſhall have a glorious Reſurrection 
to eternal Life; the Clergyman who offi- 
ciated pronouncing the Service in as devout 
and ſolemn a manner over the Corpſe, as if 
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Back; ſee, ſaid he, 


he had buried the greateſt Saint. Tho' he 
was known not only to have. ridiculed 
Chriſtianity, but al? Religion as meer Prieſt- 
craft, and bearing himſelf on a great Eſtate 
(being the richeſt in the whole Pariſh) fre- 
quently bullied the Miniſter on that Account, 
when he ſent for him to dine at his Own 
Houſe. You told me, how it ſhock'd you 
to over-hear one of the Gentleman's intimate 
Aſſociates ſay to ſeveral others, that Fact 
8 made a Fool of the Doctor after his 


Deatb, as well as in his Lifetime. For not- 
withſtanding all his Cant about Repentance 
of a 
virtuous 7 eee in this World in order 


and Good Works, and the Neceſſity 


to Happineſs in the next, which Fack only 
gave him the Hearing of, and laugh'd at 
him for, to his Face, as well as behind his 
how ſafely 
Has ſent him to Heaven, tho Jack, I am 
fare, had no Thoughts of going thither, be- 
cauſe he would not believe there was am 
uch Place. Some indeed had inſinuated, 
as if he chang'd his Sentiments and was got 
into a different Way, 
acting ; but this, he ſaid, to his Knowledge, 


Was an abſolute Falſhood. What he ima- 
gin'd might give riſe to that Report, was 
his ſending once or twice in a melancv%!y 
Min to be prayed for at Church, tho' he 
never went thither himſelf ; but this was a 


Pretty while 280, occaſioned by a violent 
I . * 


the Parſon 


both of thinking a and] 


Diſorder he had met with in a careleſs Pur- 
ſuit of his Amours, tho' he was uſually as 

cautious in that Reſpect as moſt ie od 
However, continued he, I was with him in 
his laft Sickneſß, when he complain d to me 
of the former Mere of his Spirit, and 


aſſur'd me he would never be guilty of ſuch 


a Trick more. During the Interval of his 
Fits, he ſwore and curs'd as heartily as ever 
1 heard him in my Life, and talk'd of his 
paſt Frolicks with a great deal of Satisfaction. 
When ſome of his Domeſticks would have 


had him ſend for the Prieſt, he reply'd with 


Scorn, that he did not deſign to profeſs his 
Faith i in a Creed that he believed nothing of, 
nor to go out of the World with a Lie in his 
Mouth ; but as 
tended to die a Man of Honour.  - 

You ſignified the Horror you felt while 
the Friend (as he call'd himſelf) of the De- 
ceaſed. (a little withdrawn from the Throng 


with his wicked Companions) regal'd himſelf 
and them with a Narrative of this Kind on 
an Occaſion ſo truly mournful. Beſides the 


great Number who attended (moſt of whom 
knew his Character) were, as you juſtly ap- 
prehend, in danger of following the Example 


of one, who had paſt for a great Wit and 


Scholar in the Neighbourhood where he 
liv'd. They who had experienced his cruel 
and oppreſſive Temper, who had ſeen him 
pull'd dead drunk on of his Coach, hae 

S he 


he had lived, ſo he in- 
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he lay like a Pig in his Olde; ; who” knew 
pon a ſpurious Brood he had left up and 
down the Country, and ſome of them in 
very mean Circumſtances ; what Diſtractions 
he had causd in Families thro' a furious 
' Purſuit of his exorbitant Luſts; how familiar 
the moſt horrid Oaths and Imprecations were 
with him; who had often heard him calling 
on his Maker to damn his Blood and Soul : 
Theſe, you thought, might eaſily perſwade 
themſelves that Fbeir future State muſt at 
leaſt be as ſecure as His; and that Almighty 
God would take their Souls when departed, 
to 4 th in as great Mercy as he did their 
more vile and ſcandalous Neighbour's; be- 
cauſe as they had not his Education to en- 
hance their Guilt, ſo neither were they ca- 
pable, by Reaſon of their inferior Condition, 

of being in all Reſpects as bad as himſelf. 

Wherefore you defir'd me, when I had 
Leiſure, to take a Matter of ſo vaſt Impor- 
trance into ſerious Conſideration, and to ſend 
-you my Thoughts about it, which, as you 
ſee, I have now done. 

Having weighed the Cafe as fincerdly and 
impartially as I am able in my own Breaſt, 
I muſt therefore freely declare, that tho CE 
have nothing to fay againſt the Office for 
Burial of the Dead, imply conſidered, as it 
lies in the Book of Common Prayer, yet | the 

romiſcuous and general Application of it in 
kd Treſent State of Things is indefenſible in 
my 


ns ? 


5 CF) | ä 
my Opinion; and I have long wonder 'd, how 
ſo great and learned a Body, as the Engliſſoß | 
Clergy are, can ſatisfy themſelves with ſuch 

r and low Evaſions, as are uſually preſt 
into the Service of what they undertake the 
Vindication of; and what Pains have been 
taken to confound and puzzle Common Senſe. 
Were this Part of our Liturgy penned in i 
Latin, or wrapt up in leſs intelligible Phraſes 
in Engliſh, or were the Expreſſions in it ſo 
ambiguous and double-fac'd, as to admit of 
a different Meaning ſuited to the different 
Characters of the Perſons interred ; even then 2 
it would be juſtly obnoxious to Exceptions, 
But when the Words are plain and fignifi- 
cant, the Senſe clear and ſtrong, ſo that  _ 
not one in ten Thouſand of the Populace can | "3 
fail of underſtanding it, what avails an abſurd 
Philoſophiſing on Terms, 'de/ignedly to caſt 
Obſcurity upon them ? I muſt confeſs in the 
Schools logical or metaphyſical Quibbles and 
Subtilties, ſo far as they only ſerve to ſharpen 
and improve the Genius of a younger Stu- 
dent, may be more innocent; while they 


| are only imploy'd about a dry, and com- 
; paratively uſeleſs Queſtion : But in Affairs 
| of everlaſting Moment, when the immortal 
r Souls of Men are concern'd, I am amaz'd to 


t W think, that Gentlemen can fatisfy themſelves 
e with mental Precifions, when thoſe under 
their Care are led into a moſt dangerous De- 
n © luſfion, 
y 


* 


The 


(8) 


The Want of a godly Diſcipline amongſt 


us, which we acknowledge ourſelves to be 
at preſent without, and for ſome Scores of 
Years have pretended earneſtly to wiſh the 
Reſtoration of, is ſufficient to engage the 
laying aſide of that which nothing beſides the 
Return of ſuch a Diſcipline in ſome Perfection 
can now juſtify the cenſtant Uſe of. 

Many Divines aſſert the Inpoſſibility of a 
Death - bed Repentance ; but they who don't 


carry the Matter ſo far, yet allow, that it is 


abſolutely impoſſible ſuch a Repentance 
ſhould be nun, becauſe the neceſſary og 


racteriſticks or Signs thereof are — ; 


virtuous and holy Life. being the only vi. 


dence of our Sincerity: And 'tis a Truth too 
well known, confirm'd by fad Experience, 
that Sick- bed Promiſes and Reſolutions fre- 


quently come to nothing; the Goodneſs of 


fuch Penitents being like the morning Cloud 


or early Dew which ſoon paſſeth away, re- 


turning like Dogs to the Licking up of their 
Vomit, or the waſhed Swine to Bas wallowing 
in the Mire ; nay, tis obſervable, that their 
Luſts break forth with greater F ury, like 


Waters damm'd for a while, when the Sluices 


and Flood-gates are open'd, bearing down all 
before them ; ſo that the latter End with 
ſuch is far rd than the Beginning. | 


Wherefore it muſt unavoidably be granted 


that Multitudes are buried, of whoſe future 
_— there is not * leaſt un. 
; What 


ws A . a i, 
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(9). 


What then can they do who read over their 
Graves ſuch Expreſſions as were originally 


defigned for thoſe who, in the Judgment of 


a prudential Charity, are true Chriftians, and 


(cho the Church does not judge of hidden 
Things) muſt be reckon'd af aH vISIBLE 
Saints? Why of courſe they find themſelves 

iged to hunt for new Senſes, to torture 
perplex and wire- dray the moſt diſtinct and 
obvious Meanings. For inſtance, 

Whereas tis ſaid, that Almighty God 
„ hath faken to himſelf the Soul of our dear 
« Brother or Siſter here departed,” they'll 
underſtand hereby only in general a Return of 
the Spirit to God that gave it, as in Eccl. xii. 


7. to be judged by him, and fixed in a State 


of Rewards or Puniſhments according to its 
reſpective Behaviour in the Body, in direct 


Oppoſition to Scripture Language; God's 
or Chriſt's taking Perſons. thus, always de- 


noting their future Felicity. Our Saviour 


faith 5 his Diſciples, Jobn xiv. 3. And if I 
go and prepare a Place for you I will come 


again, and receive you to IE, that where 


1am there ye may be alſo. The believing 
Hebrews are ſaid, Heb. xii. 23. to come to 


the general Aﬀembly ly and Church of the firſt= 
born which are written in Heaven, and to 


God the Judge of all, and to the Spirits of 


Juſt» Men made perfect. The holy Pſalmiſt 
ade his Spirit into the Hands of that 
God, who had redeemed bim, Pfal. xxxi. 5. 
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As the great Redeemer himſelf did afterwards, 
when he hung on the Croſs, Luke xxiii. 46. 
| Father into thine Hands I commend my Spirit. 
*T was then alſo that he ſaid to the converted 


Thief, ver. 43. To Day ſhalt thou be with 


me in Paradiſe. Contrariwiſe Sinners ſhall 


be for ever ſeparated from God, Matt. vii. 
23. Depart from me, ye that work Iniquity. 


Matt. xxv.. 41, Depart from me, ye. curſed- 


into everlaſiing Fire, prepared for the Devil 


and bis Angels. Theſe ſhall be puniſhed with 


everlaſting Deſtruction from the Preſence of 
the Lora, and from the Glory of his Power, 
i e 


But had the Phraſe taken 70 himſelf in 


ſacred Writ been applied to Good and Bad, 
yet thoſe Words of his great. Mercy are a 
certain Reſtriction of the Senſe ; yet there's 
a ſuperfine Comment put upon them by the 
Learned. Some will have it, that God ſhews 


his great Mercy. towards them in judging the | 


Ungodly himſelf (who will judge righteouſly 
and impartially) not leaving em and their 


final State to the more uncertain Deciſion or 


Determination of any beſides; as if 'twere 


poſſible for them to fare worſe in the Hands 


of others, than of infinite, inflexible Juſtice 
itſelf, when the Meaſure of their. Abomina- 
tions is fill'd up, and long-abuſed Patience is 
at laſt turned into Fury. The God, with 
whom ſach Rebels are concern'd is one that 


will by no means clear the Guilty, Exod. xxxiv. 


7. 


7. Numb. xiv. 18. Nothing is more ſtrongly. 
and vehemently aſſerted both in the Old and 
New Teſtament, than this great, this eternal 
Truth ; that all who have rejected Mercy, 
when moſt gracioully, ſeaſonably, repeatedly, 
importunately offer'd them, ſhall find none 
at laſt, with whatever Shrieks or Exclama- 
tions they may ſolicit the ſame. Let it not 
therefore be deem'd a Piece of Pedantry or 
Impertinence to collect a few Texts to this 


Purpoſe, P/al. xi, 6. Upon the Wicked be fhall : 


rain Snares, Fire and Brimſtone, and an hor- 
rible 7. empeſt ; this ſhall be the Portion of their 

Prov. i. 24.------31. Becauſe I have 
called, and ye refufed ; 1 have ftretched out my 
Hand, and no Man regarded ; But je have ſet 
at nought all my Counſel, and would neue of my 
Rcproof © I alſo will laugh at your Calamity, 1 


will moch ꝛoben your Fear cometh ; when 15. 


| Fear cometh as Deſolation, and your Deſtruc- 
tron cometh as a Whirlwind ; when Diſtreſs 
and Anguiſh cometh upon you. Then ſball they 


call upon me, but I will not anſwer ; they ſhall 
ſeek me early, but they ſhall not find me: For 


that. they hated Knowledge, and did not chooje 
the Fear of the Lord. They would none of my 


Counſel : They deſpiſed all my Reproof. Ti CE 
| 75 ſhall they eat of the Fruit of their own 
and ' filled with their own Devices. 


Pe. lit. 34. Surely be ſcorneth the Scorners. 


Prov. xiv. 32. The Wicked is driven away in 
bis n Iſai. iti. 11. Vo unto the 


. Cc 5 Vicled, 


. 
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Wicked, it ſhall be ill ith him; for the Re- 
_ ward of his Hands ſhall be given bim. Iſai. 


xxvii. 11. For it is a People of no Underſtand- | 
ing: therefore he that made them will not have 


| Mercy on them, and he that formed them will 
ew them no Favour. Matt. iii. 10. Every 
Tree which bringeth not forth good Fruit 1s 


hewn down and caſt into the Fire, Ver. 12. He 
will burn up the Chaff with unquenchable Fire. 


1 There are no leſs than Eight Wo's denounce 
on the. hypocritical Scribes and Phariſces, 
Matt. xxiii. Verſes 13, 14, 15, 16, 23, 25, 


27, 9. Saint Paul in the Reel Epiſtles 
which he writes unto the Churches, tho' he 


conſiders them as Chriſtians and Saints, yet 
intermixeth many ſolemn and awful Decla- 
rations of approaching Vengeance on finally 
impenitent Sinners, and takes frequent Oc- 


caſion to repreſent the Terrors as well as Com- 


forts, Threatnings as well as Promiſes of the 
Goſpel, knowing that there would be a 


Tranſmiſſion of the Things he wrote to after | 


Ages. Rom. i. 18. For the Wrath of God is 
revealed from Heaven againſt all Ungodlineſs, 
and Unrighteouſneſs of Men, who bold the 


Truth in Unrighteouſneſs. Rom. ii. 36. 
And thinkeft thou this, O Man, that judeſt 


them which do fuch Things, and aff the fame, 
that thou fhait eſcape the Judgment of God? 
Or aeſpiſeft thou the Riches of his Goodneſs, and 


Forbearance, and Long-ſuffering ; not knowing 


that the Gade of Goa leadeth thee to Re- 


pentance? 


4 


: pentance ? But after thy Hardneſs and im- 


penitent Heart, treaſureſt up unto thyſelf Wrath 


againſt the Day of Wrath, and Revelation of the 
righteous Tudgment of Ged, who will render 
to every Man according to bis Works. Ver. 8, 
Unto them that are contentious, and db not obey 
the Truth, but obey Unrighteouſneſs, Indigna- 
tion and Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſh upon 
every Soul of Man that doth Evil, + the Few 
firſt, and alſo of the Gentile, Ver. 11. For 
there is no Reſpett of Perſons with God. 
1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. Know ye not that the Un- 
righteous ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God? 
Be not deceived: Neither Formcators, nor 
Tdolaters, nor Adulterers, nor Efteminate, nor 


Abuſers of themſelves with Mankind, 


Thieves, nor Covetous, nor Drunfarde, 10. 


Revi ers, nor Extartioners, ſhall inherit the 
Kingdom of God. 2 Cor. v. 10, 11. For we 
muſt all appear before the f udgment- Seat of 
Chri/t, that every one may receive the Things 


done in bis Boay, according to that he hath 


done whether it be good or bad. Knowing 
therefore the Terror of the Lord we perſieade 


Men. Gal. v. 19.--21. Now the Works of the 


Fleſh are manifeſt, which are theſe ; Adultery, 
Fornication, Uncleanneſs, Laſcivioujneſs, Ido- 
latry, Witchcraft, Hatred, Variance, Emu- 
lations, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, Hereſies, 
Envyings, Mur ders, Drunbenneſs, Revellings, 


and ſuc like : Of the which I tell you before, 


as I have a - fold you in Ti, me e paſt, that they 
'C hh: a which | 
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which do ſuch. Thing 5 
Kingdom o God. Gu. vi. 7, 
Man foweth that 


all he alſo reap. 


Corruption + But be that ſoweth to the Spirit, 
fall of the Spirit reap. Life everlaſting. Phil. 


ili. 18, 19. For many walk, of whom ] have 


told you often, and now. tell you even weeping , 


that 9% are the Enemies of the Croſs of Chrift. | 
 Wheſe End is Deſtruction, &c. Col. iii. 5, 


6. Mortify therefore your Members which are 


upon the Earth; Fornication, Uncleanneſs, in- 


ordinate Affection, evil Concupi iſcence, and Co- 
vetouſneſs, which is Tdolatry : For which Thing's 


ſake, the Wrath of God cometh on the Children 


of Diſobedience. 1 Tim. v. 24. Some Mens 
Sins are open before hand, going before to 
Judgment, and ſome th ey Falle w after. Jam. 
. 13. He ſhall have On car without Mercy, 
| that bath ſhewed no Mercy, Rev. xxi. 8. 
But the Fearful, and Unbelieving, and the Alo- 


minable, and Murderers and Whoremongers, 
and Sorcerers, and Tdolaters, and all Liars \ ſhall | 
have. their Part in the Lake which burneth 


43th Fire and Brimſtone ; which is the ſecond 
Death. Ver. 27. And there ſhalt in no wiſe 


enter into it any Thing that defileth, neither 
zhatſoever worketh Abomination, or maketh a 
Lie. Rev. xxii, 14, 15. Bleſſed are they that 
do his Commandments, that they may have 
1 7 | the Tree of Life, and may enter in 

_ through 


ſhall not inherit the 
8. Be not de- 
ceived, God is not mocked ; for whatſoever a 
For be 
that faweth to bis Fleſh, ſhall of the Fleſh reap 


through the Gates into the Ci ty. For wi 2 
are Dogs, and Sorcerers, and Whoremongers, 
and Murderers, and Tiblaters. and whatſoever 
loveth and maker a Lie. 


When the Terms of divine Acceptancs 


are perſpicuouſly held forth in the infallible 


Records, ſo that he who runs may read them, 
and there is ſuch an inſeparable Connection be⸗ 


twixt Holineſs in 20s Life, and Happineſs 


in the next, Heb. xii. 14. a Denial of all 
Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, a ſober, 


righteous and godly Demeanor here, and 'a - 


rational Looking for. that bleſſed Hope, "and the 
glorious e ng of the great God and our 
Saviour TFeſus 2 Tit. ni. 12, 13 en. 
hibited unto us: None will have Reaſon to 
complain that They had not fair Warning 
given them, (whatever Atheiſtical Notions 
they entertain d, or how far ſoever they pu? 
the evil Day from them) when the great 
Jebovab ſhall glorify the ſeveral Perfections 
of his Eflence, which will ſhine forth in his 
terrible Animadverſions on daring and inſolent 
Contemners of his Authority. The divine 
Omnipotence, Omniſcience, Omnipreſence, 
conſummate Holinels, &c. muſt be honoured 
as well as his Mercy, 


Law, which hath been ſo wilfully and fre- 
quently tranſgreſt, muſt be vindicated from 
the Aﬀeonts and Indignities offered unto 
it, in ſuch a Manner that every Mouth will 
be in a Judgment Day. 
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That pure and perfect 
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Some infinuate that it is great Mercy for 
a wicked Man to be cut off, before he com- 
mits more Sins, as very probably he would 
do, were his Life prolonged. There being 
Degrees of Torment in Hell, as may be 
gathered from thoſe Words of Chriſt to the 
Scribes and Phariſees, in Matt. xxiii. 44. Te 
| ſhall receive the greater Damnation. As it 
would be ſome ſort of Mercy or Clemency 
in a Prince only to puniſh a Traitor with thge 
Gallows or Scaffold inſtead of burning him 
alive, or breaking him on the Wheel. 
But this will appear a very imperfect Way 
of Reaſoning if we examine our Bibles, where 
we find that bloody and deceitful Men ſhall 
not live out half their Days, Pal. Iv. 23. 1 
have ſeen. the Wicked in great Power, and 
742 himſelf like a green Bay- tree. Tut 
he paſſed away, and lo, he was not: Yea, I 
fought him, but he could not be found, Pal. 
xxxvii. 35, 36. Surely thou didſt ſet them in 
Aippery Places: Thou caſtedſt them daun into 
Deſtruction. How are they brought into De- 
fſolation, as in a Moment : They are utterly 
conſumed with Terrors, Pal. Ixxiii. 18, 19. 
How ſoon ſoever the Sinner is therefore 
ſnatched out of this World, it can't be ſaid, 
without a moſt violent Catachreſis, or Abuſe 
of Speech, to be in great Mercy, The Righ- 
teous indeed are 7bus taken away from the 
Evil to come, for their Souls enter into Peace, 
and their Bodies reft in their Beds, Iſai. Ivii. 


I, 


1, 2. But-whenever, wherever or however a 


| Rebel againſt his Maker leaves this preſent. 


Life, he is taken away in Wrath. He is 
then depriv'd of all Opportunities for getting 
or doing Good, Whilſt there is Breath (we 
proverbially fay) there's Hope. And Deſpair 
of infinite Mercy in thoſe who are under 
ſome Convictions of Sin and Duty is as great 
a Sin as Preſumption. The Words of the 
King of Nineveb at the Preaching of Jonah 


are applicable by all to themſelves, who are 


yet on this Side Hell, Jon. iii. 9. Ibo can 
tell if God will turn and repent, and turn away 
from his fierce Anger, that we periſh not? 
This Life is a Secdneſs for Eternity: And 
tho' Delays are exceeding dangerous, and it 
is the higheſt Folly and Madneſs to procraſti- 
nate Repentance, yet thoſe who have ated 
ſo abſurd a Part muſt not abandon themſelves 
to Deſperation, nor hearken to Satan if he 
tempts them to ſet Bounds to Almighty 


Grace, They, who are ſpared long can't be 


ſufficiently thankful to divine Patience, that 
their Sun did not ſet at Noon, that they 
were not aſſaulted by the King of Terrors 
long ſince in the Commiſſion of ſome groſs 
and heinous Sin. | The Lord is not flack' con- 
cerning his Promiſe, (ſaith St. Peter) as ſome 
Men count Slackneſs, but is long: ſuſferin 3 60 
us-ward, not willing that any ſhould periſh, but 
that all ſhould come to Repentance, 2 Pet. iii. 
If then = Continuance of Life'be a oreat 
Mercy 


« 18) 

| Mercy to loch 8 are not as yet qualificd for 
an Admiſſion into a better State, it can't poſſi- 
bly be averr'd in any Senſe, that they are taken 
by God to himself? in great Mercy. One who 


has forfeited his Life by Treachery and Per- 


fidiouſneſs to an earthij Monarch would ſurely 
think himſelf more mercifully dealt with to 
be granted a Reprieve from the mildeſt and 
eaſieſt Death that he could paſs under, than 
to be immediately executed, eſpecially if he 
were aſcertain'd of an abſolute Pardon on his 
future Amendment and Reformation, tho 
on the other haad, he ſhould be threatned 
with the moſt exquiſite Torments in cafe he 


perliſted in his Treaſons. The coldeſt. Place | 


in the bo7tomieſs Pit is too hot to be defir'd ; 
nor can any one, who is not arriv'd to the 


utmoſt Stupidity and Indolence, read or hear 
of it without Horror. 


But 1 farther obſerve, that there i is no Li- 
mitation of this Clarfe to any particular Time 


of Life. Perſons of every Age, whether | 


Infants, young Men, middle aged, or ſuch 


as have paſt the Age of Men, nay wondrous | 


vd are equally Sharers in it. The Sinner of 
an hundred Years old (tho' accurſed, having 


his Bones full of the Sins of his Youth, tho' 
a faithful Servant to the Devil all his Days, 
and perfect Drudge to his Luſts) ſhall be 


brig honour'd at his Grave. I muſt confeſs 
for my Part, whatever Regard was due to 
the hoary Head of ſuch a one while alive, I 
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can't t ſee why it muſt be extended any farther, 
Peradventure twas a Mercy to his Neighbours, 


his Family, and his Country, to have him 


taken away. For one Sinner (ſaith Solomon) 
deſtroys much Good, eſpecially an old Sinner, 
if to this it be ſuperadded, that he was in a 
publick Station. 

e We therefore commit his tho to the 
« Ground in ſure and certain Hope of the 
“ Reſurrection to Eternal Life.” A great 


deal of Pains hath been taken to qualify theſe 


Words, that they may be fitted for a Chriſ- 


tian Dies to read over the Graves of all 
kinds of Sinners; 


By the Reſurrection then, 5 n 


a Reſurrection in general without any ſpecial 
Reſpect to the Perſon deceaſed. But it there 


will be an univerſal Riſing again in the laſt 


Day both of the Juſt and of the Unjuſt, the 


Perſon interred is neceſſarily rn 'Tis 


alſo a Reſurrection to Eternal Liſe, that there 


is a ſure and certain Hope of, But by Eter- 
nal. Life, ſome only mean an Eternal Dura- 
tion, as oppoſed to an utter Extinction or 
Annihilation. Bad as well as good Men will 
have an Immortality ſtampt upon them. 
But then 'tis queried, whether ſuch an In- 


ter pretation doth not make the Expreſſion ap- 


pear very odd, to ws the beſt of it. For if 


Eternal Miſery m ay be. meant as well as 
Eternal Happineſs, a ſure and certain Hope 


of a Reſurrection to endleſs Torments ſounds 


Es en Perfect 


rfe& Nonſenſe in vulgar Ears, whatever 
ſome very ſublime and myſterious Metaphy- 
ficians may fay to the contrary, who tell us, 
that a miſerable Being is better than none at 
all, in flat Contradiction to our Saviour's Aſ- 
ſertion concerning Judas, Matt. xxvi. 24. 
Ir had been good for that Man, if he bad not 
een born. But however that be; the Term 
LIFE when it ſignifies a future State doth 
conſtantly denote in ſacred Scripture HAp- 
PINESS. So Matt. xix. 160. What good 
Thing ſhall I do that I may have Eternal Life? 
ver. 17. If thou cult enter into Life, keep the 
Commandments, Matt. vii. 14. Narrow 15 
the Way which leadeth unto Life. Rom. vi. 
22. N have your Fruits unto Holineſs, and 
the End everlaſting Life. John v. 28, 29. 
The Hour is coming in which. all that are in 
the Graves ſhall hear his Voice; and Shall come 
forth, they that have done Geod unto the Re- 
furreftion of Life, and they that have done 
vil to the Reſurre&ion of Damnation. Matt. 
xxv. 46. Theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting 
Puniſhment : But the Righteous into Lite 
Eternal. The State of La, ee is there - 
fore call'd, in contradiſtinction hereunto, 
Death, the ſecond Death. Rom. vi. 23. 


The Wages of Sin is Death, but the Gift of 


God is Eternal Life throu gb Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Rev. ii. 11. He that overcometh ſhall. 
not be bu rt of the ſecond Death, 


Some 


Some therefore fay, that tho' there will 
be a Reſurrection of all to one State or other, 
yet there is no Neceſſity of ſuppoſing the 


buried Perſon to have a Reſurrection himſelf 


to Eternal Life, but an Hope of an happy 
Reſurrection for all fuch as reft in Chriſt, &c. 
But how trifling and impertinent ſuch a Gloſs 
is, appears at firſt View. Jobn's Body, we 
muſt then ſuppoſe, committed to the Ground 
in ſure and certain Hope, not of John's Re- 
ſurrection to Eternal Life, but of Peter's, 
Thomas's, James's, and all other good People's 
Reſurrection to ſuch a Life. And it is a great 
Reflexion on the Learning and Judgment of 
thoſe who compiled our Liturgy, to ſuppo 
them capable of expreſſing themſelves in ſo 
raw and ambiguous a Manner. Tis indeed 


ſuggeſted, TAE Reſurrection, not His Re- 


ſurrection is mention'd ; but the ſole Reaſon 
of this ſeems to be the avoiding of a Tauto- 
logy, the Word his occurring before in the 
fame Clauſe; and the Senſe equally clear 
without the Repetition of it. 

There's alſo an handſome Tranſition from 


an affecting and pathetical Deprecation in the 


preceding Words made for the Living, to a 
ſolemn Declaration of our Hopes concern- 
ing the Dead, which gives it a more beauti- 


ful and obſervable e Emphaſis, In oppoſition 


to the bitter Pains of Eternal Death, which 
we pray to be 4elivered from, a ſure and cer- 
tain Hope of our Brother's Reſurrection Zo 
| D * OY. eternal 


2 os PER 2 
ee 


22 ? L 2 1 = re 
= 5 6 - R Of n 20 n 2 Las 
og oe ec! 2 e 0 OY —_— WAS N 1 5 p OSS. = i FAT; og 
8 io NS EY en ot WE FRI Mo TFT 5 * 7 
* * n a CL 7 ＋ 


. 


F 
. N 


( 22) 


egernol Life iS aſſerted : When we intreat 


Almighty God rot to ſuffer us for any Pains” 


of Death to FALL FROM HIM, we teſtify our 
Aſſurance in the following Words, that he 
hath been pleaſed to TAKE UN TO HIMSELF 
the Soul of our dear Brother here departed. 
But ſuch a woful Mangling and Defalca- 
tion of this Form, ſuch a Cutting off the ſe- 
veral Parts of it from theirjuſt Coherence with, 
and Dependance on, one another, as makes 
it really ridiculous, ſeems neceſſary to ac- 
4k Coda it to the preſent unlimited Uſe | 
made thereof, ſo that every Drunkard, Swear- 
er, Whoremonger, Sc. may be WMieome 
to it. 
Indeed the bare Recital of that Text in 


Rev. xiv. 13. over a ſcandalous, profligate | 
Wretch when laid in the Earth, tho' not 


intended by the Gentleman who ates to 


be e applied unto him, is very im- 


proper and unſeaſonable, foraſmuch as the 
unthinking Crowd will be apt to receive un- 
due Impreſſions thereby, and too eaſily un- 
der ſtand it, as an Encomium on the Deceas'd. 


But the Words following are ſo diſtinctiy and 
clearly applicable to the Perſon interred, that 


'tis abſolutely impoſſible for a Man in his 


Senſes to miſtake the Compiler's Meaning; 


and being written in a nervous and maſculine | 
Style, the Words (tho' few, yet very com- 


prehenſive) are enough (if delivered with a 


becoming Pathos) to charm a pious and de- 


vout 
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vout Auditory en the Grave of one 
to whom they properly belong. 

«© Almighty God, with Tins do live the 
Spirits of them that depart hence in the 
Lord, and with whom the Souls of the 
Faithful after they are delivered from the 
Burden of the Fleth are in Joy and Fe- 
ns licity ; ; we give thee hearty Thanks, for 
“that it hath pleaſed thee to deliver this our 
« Brother out of the Miſeries of this finful 
« World, &c. 


But . a Nauſeouſneſs muſt it raiſe in 


A 


* 
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* 
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every ſerious Breaſt to hear ſuch lively and 


eloquent Expreſſions proſtituted to ſupport 
and increaſe the Devil's Kingdom ? One has 


well obſerved, that the giving of a great Man 


his Titles of mon on a dying Bed is ab- 


ſurd, and to call him his Vos ſbip, or to aſk 


him how his Excellency, &c. doth, may be 


interpreted mere Mockery and Inſult - It 


ſeems to me, I muſt confeſs, not. only a 


 Trampling on the Memory of a poor damned 


Soul, but alſo a grave and formal mocking 
of the great God, when hearty Thanks are 


[ given him with our Lips for delivering ſuch 


a One from the Miſeries of this finful World, 
when we have juſt Reaſon to believe he is 
ſuffering the Vengeance of eternal Fire. A 
wicked great Man is indeed (delivered, or 
rather) $i ven from a magnificent Seat, from 
Rooms of State, fumptuous Feaſts, a ſplendid 
Equipage, delicious * mid-day and 

midnight 


midaight Revellings and 4 
fine, from whatſoever bis Soul defired. These, 
own, may be too juſtly (but ſadly) ſtyled 
the Miſeries of this Life with Relation · to 
cvery one, who has been cheated, by theſe 
miſchievous Amuſements, theſe varniſhing 


Trifles, out of Glory, Honour, Immortality 


and Life Eternal. The rich Man in the 
Parable recorded in the ſixteenth Chapter of 
St. Luke's Goſpel, muſt have thought him- 
' ſelf more flouted and derided than he was, 
had Father Abraham thanked God for a De- 


liverance, Catachre/tically fo called, from thoſe 


Things he had now a bitter Remembrance of. 
A Diſcharge to a Saint from the Afflictions and 
Calamities of this Life, is a great Mercy, even 
tho' they befriend his Preparations tor Hea- 
ven, for none of theſe Things are now: joyous 
but grievous, conſider'd in themſelves ; and 
4 far more exceeding and eternal V. eight of 
Glory will be the happy Refult of them. 

But the moſt diſtrefling Circumſtances which 
God's Enemies (whether poor or rich) are 


here under, muſt be far more eligible than 


the mildeſt Puniſhment in the infernal Lake. 
„We meekly beſeech thee, O Father, 


© to raiſe us from the Death of Sin unto the 


<« Life of Righteouſneſe, that when we ſhall 
* depart this Life, we may reſt in him, as 
© our Hope 15 this our Brother doth, 
his laſt Clauſe, were there nothing elſe, 
| is Lufficient to make us conclude, that the 


5 | Order | 


IPO for-the Burial of. the Dead: Was only 
com poſed for them, of whoſe future: Happi- 


neſs we have a rational Hope. But they who 
are for an indiſcriminate Uſe of it are reduc'd- 
to a Neceſſity of diſtinguiſhing betwixt Hope 
and Hope, They are willing to ſuppoſe 
that the Hope here mention'd differs from 
that ſure and certain Hope ſpoken of before. 
Whereas theſe Epithets ſure and certain 
ſeem to be omitted only to guard againſt a 


needleſs: Tautology. For why muſt the 
Hope of a Brother's or Siſter's Reſting in 
Chriſt be more feeble and languid, than an 
Hope of their Reſumrection to Eternal Life? 


But ſome: would fain perſwade us, that we 


may have. a lower Degree of Hope concerning 
the worſt of Men, while they continue ſuch, 
notwithſtanding the moſt poſitive and 
remptory Aſſertions in the infallible ae 


to the contrary, Thus ſpeaketh St. Paui to 
the Epheſians, Eph. ii. 12. That at that Time 


je were without Chriſt, being alienated from 
the Common-wealth of Iſtael, and Strangers 
from the Covenants of Promiſe, baving no Hope, 
and without God in the World. The moſt 
Hopeleſs may indeed become Hopeful. 


1 Cor. vi. 11. Aud ſuch were ſome of yeu ; but 


ye are. waſhed, &c. But this we muſt reſt 


aſſured of, that there is not the leaſt Grain of 


Hope to be conceived tor open, pertinacious, 
headſtrong Rebels, before there is ſome Ap- 
pearance of Retormation. For this ye know, 

(Epgh. 
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_ (Eph. v. 5.) that no Whoremonger or un- | 


clean 15 nor covetous Man, who is an 


Idolater, bath any Inheritance in the Kingdom 


of Chriſt and of God. It then looks like un- 
juſtifiable Boldneſs to declare our Hopes of 


an to whom the forementioned Characters 


appertain. Charity, tho' it hopeth all Things, 
believeth all Things, yet erreth, if it hopes 
or believes any Thing repugnant to plain and 
undoubted Revelation. That is execrable 
Charity indeed, which makes the God of 
Truth a Liar, as well as tends to ruin the 


precious Souls of Men. Tho“ ſome Regard | 


ſhould be paid to the old Maxim, De mor- 


fuis ml 1iſi bonum, and we ſhould not un- 


neceſſarily ſay any thing contemptible of 


the Dead; yet if Miniſters are enjoined to 
ſay Something in a publick Manner concern- 
ing a notorious, graceleſs Villain, they ought, 


I conceive, ſo to expreſs themſelves, as not 
to poiſon the Living. It would therefore be 


more agreeable to the Principles of our holy 


Religion, to alter a little, on ſuch Occaſions, 
the Burial Office, or rather to make one in- 
tirely new. To give a brief Specimen hereof. 

« Foraſmuch as it hath pleaſed Almighty 
*© God, of his great Wi/dom and Righteouſ- 


40 neſs, to require the Soul of this Wrerch 


tc here departed : We therefore commit his 
* Body to the Ground, Earth to Earth, 
4 Aſhes to IT; Duſt ro Duſt, in ſure and 


© certain | 


FO 


W cc 


« certain Fear of the Reſurredion to eternal 
« Damnation, &c. 

We can as certainly declare our Fears of 
the eternal State of bad Men, as our Hopes 
of good Men. Iallow, tis poſſible ſometimes. 
to be miſtaken in both. There may be Hy- 
pocrites who make a fair Shew in the F leſh, 
whom Intereſt, Reputation, or Want of 
Opportunitics to commit Sin ſo publickly, as 
others do, may keep ſober; or they may be 
more wary and ar!ful in ſinning than ſome 
of their Neighbours. However, we are 
oblig'd to think and ſpeak well of them, 
while they remain undifcovered ; and Mini- 
ſters may very juſtly apply every Part of 5 
Burial Office to them. So I won't ſay, t 
utterly . impoſſible for the moſt gag tous 
Criminal to be converted in his /a/# Moments. 


Had Saul, whoſe eminent Converſion we read 


of in Acts ix. expired before he reach'd Da- 
maſcus, nay as ſoon as a bleſſed Turn had been 
given to his Mind, he could have been as 
happy as the converted Thief was. Let us 
ſuppoſe Almighty Grace to change a very 


heinous Sinner, labouring likewiſe under ſuch 


a Diſorder as neceffarily prevents his teſti- 


fying the ſame, either by Word or any other 


Gone (tho? could he do fo, it would not de- 
ſerve. to be regarded, unleſs he could confirm 
the ſame by his future Conduct in this World ) 
and that he ſhould die of that Illneſs ; there 


could ſurely be no Harm in Rigmatizing ſuch. 
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a one at his Grave, for a Warning unto others, 
For the Deceaſed himſelf could ſuffer no 


Harm by it, being ſafe in Glory, and his 


wicked Neighbours might receive a great 
deal of Good. Twill alſo be a very agree- 
able Surprize to his godly Friends, in a Judg- 
ment Day, to find ſuch a one on the Judge's 
Right-hand, together with themſelves. 

Our Hopes and Fears may be juſtly found- 
ed, and yet in both we may be miſtaken, 


who can only judge of Mens Hearts by their | 
Actions; but methinks tis altogether as re- 


quiſite and expedient to diſcourage Vice, as 
to encourage Virtue, to diſgrace Profaneneſ 
to the uttermoſt, as to give Piety and Holi- 

neſs its due al 1 
I remember to have heard, that hen the 
unhappy Proclamation for Sports and Paſtimes 
on Lord's Days was by Royal Authority to 
be publiſhed in Churches; that ſome Mini- 
ſters, when they had read the King's Order, 
would inform their Congregations of a 2 
perior Law made by the King of Kings, and 
ſo read the fourth Commandment, with ſome 
other Texts of like Unger rt. What if ſome 
ſuch Method were taken at Funerals, before 
the ancient godly Diſcipline is reſtored? And 
ſome proper Cautions and Admonitions did 
either immediately go before, or elſe follow 
after the Performance of the Service ? may 

loth to think any Clergyman would be 

ſecuted on ſuch a faithful Diſcharge of his 
Con- 
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Conſcience (eſpecially i in a free Age and Na- 
tion, in which both our civil and religious Li- 
berties are more perfectly underſtood than 


ever they were before) and that Nighreouſneſ 


ch exalteth a Nation, is like to be pro- 
moted hereby. But let lurviving Friends be 
never ſo angry; and ſhould vexatious Sum 
mons to Eccleſiaſtical Courts, nay Suſpenſion, 
or total Deprivation be the Iſſue, doubtleſs: 
all the external Emoluments of Life ought 
to be ſacrificed to inward Peace. 

Some indeed are legally exempted, ſo that 
a Clergyman lays himſelf open to no Trouble 
in refuſing to give them Chriſtian Burial. 
Such are Self- murderers, who yet being 
charitably thought Lu naticks, have com- 
monly the ſame Reſpect paid them with 
others; tho' *tis to be feared, they only la- 
bour (at leaſt many of them) under the fame 
moral Madneſs, that all wicked Men are ſub- 


jet to. The Sorrow of” this World (faith St. 


Paul) worketh Death. The Loſſes and 
Hardſhips, which good Men bear with Pa- 
tience (whoſe Hope is laid up in Heaven) are | 
unſupportable by him, whoſe Portion is in 
this World. Hence is it that alſappointed 


Ambition, Avarice or Luxury, ſend Perſons 
to the Halter, Sword, Piſtol, Water, Poiſon, 
Go. for a more ſpeedy Deliverance from the 
iſertes of this Life, while others who have 
not Courage or Reſolution enough to be 
their own Executioners by ſuch violent Means, 
B 2 more 
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more inſenſibly pine away with Grief; that 
Euuy which Solomon calleth the Rottenneſs of 


the Bones, defeated Malice, or ſome other 


predominant Luſt, breaking their Hearts. 
But proſperous Sinners, who don't act like 
mad Men in the fore mentioned Inſtances, 
may as juſtly have a Commiſſion of Lunacy 
iſſued out againſt them, as thoſe who are 
thus ſerved; while we conſider them deſigned 


for Immortality, without uſing proper Me- 


thods to ſecure to themſelves an happy one. 
Unbaptized Perſons are alſo denied this 
Privilege; tho' Divines differ here among 
themſelves. Some (who, believe, are the 
the far greater Part) allowing the Baptiſm 
of Diſſenters to be valid; others diſowning 
it, as being adminiſtred by one not duly 


ö en Particularly the learned Mr. 


Doadioel and his Followers, who conhning 
Immortality to Baptiſm applied by a fit 
* Adminiſtrator, cannot admit this Office to 
be read over fuck as are of courſe annihilat- 


ed when they die.” But (to ſay no more 


of that Abſurdity) I can't ſee why ſuch as are 
allowed to have immortal Souls muſt, tho' 
dying unbaptiz'd, be univerſallyj denied Chriſ- 
tian Burial. Nor do I think ſuch as have 


been baptized, whether in Infancy or fince, if 


they have renounced their Baptiſm a thouſand 
Times over (as alas! is the Caſe of Multitudes) 
are in any better Condition, if not far worle, 

than ſome unbaptized Perſons.” For Bap- 


tiſm ſaveth not (faith St, Peter) as it is the 


putting 
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putting away of 1 Filth b of the Fleſh, but the 
Anſwer of a good Conſcience towards God, 
1 Pet. iii. 21. There was a prevailing (ho 
miſtaken) Notion long ſince, that Sins after 
Baptiſm were irremiſſible from that Paſſage 
in Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6. miſinterpreted, where- 
fore twas frequently delayed till a Death- 
bed, and many were baptized in their laſt 
Moments. Whether any are impreſt with ſuch 
a Fancy now a- days, I can't ſay, but tis cer- 
tain that many, who yet believe Water Bap- 
tiſm to be a ſtanding Ordinance in the Church, 
are too neglectful of their Duty: However, 
I dare not, on that pure Configeration, judge 
hardly of their Eternal State (For in many 


Things we offend all, Jam. iii. 2.) Nor yet of 


Theirs, who think an inward Baptiſm alone 
Is required of us (how much ſoever I believe 
them in the wrong) if nothing elſe deter- 
mines me to entertain Doubts of their future 
State, Nay, the moſt rigid Anti-pædobap- 
tiſts, tho' they refuſe to receive their Neigh- 
hour: to Church- fellowſhip here, on the Ac- 
count of their ſuppoſed Error in the Point of 
- Baptiſm, will not ſcruple to expreſs their 
ure and certain Hopes of their Everlaſting 
Felicity. So that the Church of England 
appears to me too limited and confined in 
her Charity as to lis, however extenſive and 
unreſtrained in other Caſes. 

So ſhe ſeems alſo to be, as to excommuni- 


cated Perſons; I don't mean ſuch as are 
Scandals 
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: Scandals to human 8 drinking up Ini- 


quity as the Ox drinketh Water, Enemies to 


all Righteouſneſs, Fc. The hulls: has been 
too ſparing in her Cenſures of theſe; as well 
as too mild and ſoft in the Readme of 


_ thoſe, on whom ſhe has poured out her 


Anathema's very deſervedly. There are 


Crimes which do not immediately intitle Men 


to the Gallows, that call for other Demon- 
ſtrations of a fincere Repentance, than pay- 
ing the Charges of the Court, or doing Pen- 
nance in a white Sheet, which they who have 
a Whore's Forehead, can ſabmit unto without 


an uneaſy Bluſh, There was a Time, which | 
ſome antient Perſons {till remember! When 


many of the moſt ſober, civiliz'd and reli- 
gious Subjects in the Kingdom were furiouſly 
proſecuted for ſer ving God in that Way 
which themſelves thought moſt agreeable to 
his Commands, and ſuffer'd not only an Ex- 
communication from the eſtabliſhed Places of 
Worſhip (which they could very chearfully 
ſubmit unto, if nothing worſe had followed; 

becauſe they had woluntarily departed from 


them before; and thought it very impertinent 


to be driven from a Place by a ſolemn Sen- 


tence which they had on Principles of Con- 
ſcience already left:) but were at the ſame 


Time excommunicated from all other Houſes 


of Worſhip, nay, from their own Houſes, 
from their Goods, their Studies, their Wives | 


51 1 webah | While Popiſh Recuſants were 


over- : 
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overſlipt, and the moſt diſſolute and de- 


bauched Proteſtants, tho they ſeldom attend- 
<d on their Pariſh Churches, liv'd. unmo- 


leſted. And although there has been for 
ſome time, and fill is (bleſſed be God) an 
Exemption from thoſe Severities which our 


Fathers felt in the Reign of King Charles the 


Second, yet ſome of our-Divines conclude, 
tho! Diffenters are not Jiable to formal E 


communications at preſent, yet ſchiſmaticuliy 
abandoning the national Eſtabliſhment, they 


muſt be conſidered as Perſons 7þ/o fatto ex- 


communicated, and conſequently have no 
Right to that Charity which the Church ex- 


5 oth to all (however imperfect their Cha- 


racters otherwiſe are) who live and die in her 


Boſom. I believe indeed, there are but few 


.in whom this fanatical Squeamiſhneſs is found 
of late, and am willing to take it for granted, 
that there are not ſuch fearful and tragical 


Out-cry* s againſt Moderation as there were 


in the laſt Age, nor that many are fo filly 
and ſenſeleſs as to imagine that a Non-com- 


pliance with unſcriptural Modes and Cere- 


monies commanded oni by Men, is worſe 


than a daring and' repeated Violation of the 
divine Laws. But how warm ſoever the 


* Conteſt has at any Time been betwixt 


High-Church and Low Church, Whigs and 
bir, el about other Things, tiere %A been, 


and Nil (alas!) is a moſt "unhappy Harmo- 


nizing in this 800 eee Moderation 


at 
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at the Grave. "Tis then. that Vice comes off 


triumphant, that the Clergy demoliſh their 


Pulpit Diſcourſes, that the loudeſt Declama- 
tions againſt Profaneneſs, and the loftieſt 
Panegyricks on Virtue, meet with a practical 
Confutation. "Tis then that Gentlemen find 
a more effectual Auodyne againſt the Gripes 
and Laſhes of Conſcience, than what Ta- 
verns or Bowling- greens, Horſes or Hounds, 
HFares or Foxes, could give them; tis then 
and there alſo that the meaner Sort have there 
melancholy Frights removed, and after they 


had made ſome faint N to lead a new - 
Life, feel them ſelves brave and eaſy under 


the Reception of ſuch a ſtupifying Doſe, and 
return with freſh Vigour to the Repetition 
of their former Debaucheries; when qr 
Aſſociates in Rioting and Drunkenneſs, i 


Chambering and Wantonneſs, are laid in 151 


Duſt with a Proſpect of a comfortable Re- 
ſurrection. 

Methinks a Miniſter, who has a juſt Con- 
cern for the eternal Welfare'of thoſe com- 
mitted to his Charge, ſhould not be able, on 
that ſolemn Occaſion, to repeat, without a 
ſhuddering Horror, what being ſo dreadfully 
miſapplied, ſaps the Foundations of. natural 
and revealed Religion, and in a few Minutes 


tears up by the Roots, what he hath per- 


haps many Months and Years been planting. 
For when there are ſtrong Propenſions in 
human Nature to ſenſual Gratifications, 

— 5 with 


with how great Attention will every Word 


and Syllable be heard, that hath a Tendency 
to Support and cherifhthem ? The common 
People will look upon Preaching, as a Buſi- 


neſs for a Man to get his Bread by, or at beſt | 


to keep the Pariſh in a little Order, when 
they find their Parſon has cut the Throat of 
all his public Exhortations, Warnings and 


| Threats, af laſt, burying them together with 


the Corps. 


If the careleſs ane he the Form 


of Abſolution pronounced impenitent 
Sinners on their Death- beds, bath ſlain its 
Thouſands, TH is hath ſlain its ten Thouſands, 


For there are but few in the Room, (at leaſt 


uſually) when © Miniſters, by the Authority 
committed to them, abſolve fick or dying 


“ Perſons from all their Sins, in the Name 


e of the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt ;” but 


there are frequently large Aſſemblies in 
Churches or Church-yards, when the laſt 
Office of Love is paid by ſurviving F riends to 
their deceaſed ones, 


Since the Reformation from Popery, there 
have doubtleſs been ſome Millions interred, 


to whom this Form hath been zmproperly ap- 
plied, and tens of Millions more who have becn 


Spectators and Auditors, Nay to be ſure, 
there are in the ſeveral Cities, Towns and 
Villages of this Kingdom many Thouſands 


every Day throughout the Year, whom com- 


mon Deoency and Civility bring to their 
| F 
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5 ( 36 ) 
Neighbours Funerals, who ſeldom hear Sere 
mons; the pooreſt as well as the richeſt too 
much deſpiſing Pulpit Diſcourſes. But many 


that do not turn their Backs on that im- 
portant Part of the miniſterial Work, don't 


place it on a Level with the Liturgy, and 
think (however act as if they thought) the 


Concept ions of particular Perſons, tho' never 


ſo learned, ought not to be laid in the Ba- 


e enn eſtabliſhed Forms, and therefore | 


fight their florid Harangues, whilſt they have 
the CHURCH on their Side. 


For which Reaſon, I wonder not to hear 


Libertines extol it as the beſt conſtituted Church 


in the World, The Romaniſts come often 


to auricular Confeſſion, take tedious Pilgri- 
mages, ſuffer many a luſty Whipping, ſhut 


themſelves up cloſe Priſoners in Monafteries 


and Nunneries, give a great Part of their 


Subſtance -to religious Uſes; and after all 


expect to be ſcoured by very painful Flames 
in their Way to Heaven. Whereas one of our 
Latitudinarian Proteſtants ſees no manner of 


Occaſion for all this ado ; he loves his Body 


too well to puniſh it by faſting or ſcourging, 
and if there ſhould be a Place of Happineſs 
(as they talk of) in the other World, he does 
not doubt of getting thither as well as the beſt 


of them all, without ſo much as n at 


Purgatory by the Way. 
| . Nay I have ſometimes feared leſt the con- 
Tout Rehearſal of Words, compa- 
 ratively 


ratively to few, ſhould have a pernicious In- 
fluence on the Clergy themſelves, and re- 
duce them, in proceſs of Time, to an Indo- 
lence and Indifferency, fo that they becoine 
leſs ſolicitous about getting to that bleſſed 
World to which _ ſend their graceleſs 
Neighbours. 

There have been Jong od loud Comphines 
of the World's Degeneracy. The Badneſs 
of the Times is a trite Topic in Converſation ; 
various Cauſes are aſſigned: hereof, Some fix 
it on the too general Toleration of Schiſm 
and Hereſies; others on the Want of a Con- 
vocation (as if Convocations had either in the 
laſt or preſent Age done any Service to real 
Godlineſs ;) others on the Growth of Deiſm ; 
but this I apprehend to be falſe in Fac, un- 
leſs Perſons thereby underſtand Hobbiſin, Sceß — 
ticiſin or Atheiſm. But whatever Reaſons 2 
fides may be given, Iam thoroughly con- 
vinced, that what I have taken notice of in 
this Paper is one, and that the moſt elaborate 
Addreſſes from Pulpit and Prefs, will not 
be a ſufficient Antidote againſt the Contagion, 
which. a promiſcuous Uſe of the foremen- 
tioned - Office. conveys. I therefore heartily 
wiſh the whole Body of our Engliſʒ Clergy 
would unite in a warm and affectionate Pe- 
tition to the Legiſlature, cither that the long 
defired Diſcipline may be reſtored, or that 
they may in the mean while have the Li- 
berty- to read the Burial Service, or to mit 

It, 
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= it, as Prudence ſhall direct; inſtead of being 
put to their Shifts to explain it fo, as to 
make it a Jumble of Inconſiſtencies. I con- 
feſs the holy Scriptures themſelves have been, 
TR and may ſtill be perverted. Poiſon may 


be ſack'd from thoſe Flowers wherein 
Bees find Honey; but ſurely the Bible is not 
o be contemned on that Account, becauſe 
| wicked Men abuſe it, or lockt up from the 
common People; nor are wholeſome Meats 
and. Drinks to be forbidden in general, be- 
cauſe there are ſo many Sots and Gluttons, 
I fay this, that I may not be miſunderſtood, 
as deſigning to vilify or depreciate any Part 
8 of the Liturgy (tho I have hinted ſomething 
EL of this kind before.) But if we mapply Scrip- 
ture Promiſes or Threatnings, we are ſo far 
faulty. As we muſt not condemn the Gene- 
| ration of the Righteous, ſo. neither muſt we 
- © | blefs thoſe whom the Lord abhorreth, He 
© phat ſaith unto the Wicked, thou art righteous, 
= him ſhall the People curſe, Nations ſhall abbor 
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| I T have thus impartially and freely, as be- 
comes an Engliſhman and a Chriſtian, written 
you my Sentiments on this melancholy Sub- 


| ject, and am, 85 | | EEE... 
| . * Tour moſt obedient 
To | "  &umble Servant. 


